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Amendment to March 19, 2003 Office Action 

Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the original Abstract of the Disclosure with the following 
paragraph. A clean copy has been placed as an Appendix to this Amendment. 


fef performiftg robotically-assisted surgical procedures on a patient. In particular, 
[[a]] Articulated mounting joints support a three-component surgical system is provid e d that 
includes a non-sterile drive and control component, a sterilizable end effector or surgical tool 
and an intermediate connector component, that includes m e chanical e l e m e nts for coupling th e 
surgical tool with th e drive and control compon e nt and for transf e rring motion and e l e ctrical 
signals ther e b e tw ee n. The drive and control component is shi e ld e d from th e steril e surgical 
sit e , the surgical tool is st e rilizabl e and disposabl e and the interm e diat e connector is sterilizabl e 
and reusabl e . In this mann e r, th e interm e diat e connector con bo steriliz e d after a surgical 
proc e dur e without damaging the motors or e l e ctrical conn e ctions within the driv e and control 
compon e nt of the robotic system. A non-sterile drive component includes a manipulator arm, 
and a pluralitv of surgical instrument assemblies are provided for connection to the manipulator 
arm. The manipulator arm is suitablv positioned relative to the patient bv moving the 
articulated mounting joint. The mounting joint is fixed while the arm is positioned and oriented 
relative to the patient. 
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